
[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.png]


Elmwood College

Challenge Fund Project


Citizenship, Employability, Culture 
& Engagement Project
1st February to 26th March 2010
This project was designed to enhance the current provision offered by the college and involved working with adults and children.

We identified 4 key objectives for this course:-

· Increased Employability Skills

· Enhanced Citizenship

· Increased Community Engagement

· Increased Engagement with Scottish Culture

The aim of the course was to:-

· Further develop the language skills of the group

· Contribute to better informed, more skilled, New Scots

· Improve confidence and self esteem

· Support inclusion

· Improve on skills required for employability

There were 16 individuals enrolled on the programme.

Increased Employability Skills
These sessions were delivered in partnership with Opportunities Fife, part of the Community Learning and Development team within Fife Council.  They spoke with parents about how they can facilitate and support then into more skilled employment.  Information was given on how this team can support the individuals with CV & covering letter writing, confidence building, information on local Job Clubs, GOALS motivational courses and volunteering opportunities to assist in gaining experience.

Discussion took place with each individual about employment they had in their native country and support available to assist them gaining similar employment in Scotland.

Enhanced Citizenship
These sessions allowed the group to explore the language and vocabulary surrounding the topics of Politics and Elections.  The concentrated on vocabulary like:  political party, politician, manifesto, policies, vote/voting, ballot box, results, majority, Parliament, rules/laws as well as looking at and critiquing promotional materials from local politicians.

Each family/person was then asked to think about and complete a worksheet on making their own political party, create leaflets and posters and badges for their party.

The Election session was a great success.  The children gave a Party Political Broadcast outlining their policies and aims if elected.  The voting process was then explained again and an overall winner was elected for the group.

Increased Community Engagement
These sessions were delivered in partnership with Volunteering Fife and Fife Council Community Learning and Development.  Workshops took place with the adults to explore ways they can engage with their local community discussing topics such as family, school, work, friends etc. this was a great experience for all the share information on their interests and other activities they are involved in.

Our partners highlighted to the group a range of different community opportunities available locally including jewellery making and beauty classes and also gave information on how to voice your concerns as a Community Citizen and further information on the local Council.

Increased Engagement with Scottish Culture

These sessions allowed the group to explore the language and vocabulary related to Scottish Highland Games, the types of games played, miming out how these games are played.  The group then researched Highland Games on the Internet, including watching clips of the different activities via You Tube and information of the number of highland games that take place every year.

They were then invited to attend an Indoor Highland Games where they were given the opportunity to try out activities such as tug-of-war, tossing the caber, wellie throwing, javelin and shot putt.

Evaluation
Most individuals did not want their comments recorded to be published as a pod-cast, therefore, this had been recorded in written form.

Q. How did you enjoy the activities over the last few weeks (Elections/Politics, Highland Games, Job Skills, Community Engagement)?

The Election Campaign and Police Making 
· we don’t like Politics in Poland – Maggie, Mum

· I like telling everyone my policies – Weronika, age 9

· We should vote for a Class President every year – Patryk, age 10

· I wish we had more time to make badges and leaflets – Iza, age 9

The Highland Games

· The Highland Games were good fun, may daughter liked throwing the things about – Bernadetta, Mum

Community Engagement

· Dave & Sarah were warm and friendly – Bernadetta, Mum

· There was lots of information – Beata, Mum

· I want to do Beauty Classes – Maggie, Mum

· I like massage – Beata, Mum

Employability
· I’d like to try job club, but I don’t know – Beata, Mum

· I’d like to try Job Club, but when my English is better – Katerina, Mum

· I want a better job, but I’m not ready – Pauline, Mum

· I want a better job when my English is good – Bernadetta, Mum

· No one will give Polish people good jobs – Beata, Mum
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