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Project Title

	ESOL Project – Stromness 



Partners

	The Learning Link and local Stromness businesses



Project details and aim:
	To establish whether there was a demand for English classes in Stromness, Orkney, for local migrant workers, in particular those employed at the town’s fish processing plant. Furthermore, to establish whether any classes started during this project could be self-sustaining long-term.
Exploratory contact with local employers highlighted the demand for local/weekly English classes. A two hour ESOL class was started in the area, at a time (evening) to suit workers’ shift patterns. Classes initially to run for twelve weeks, with a tutor provided by The Learning Link in Kirkwall, Orkney. The Learning Link is an Adult Education Centre and is part funded by Orkney Islands Council and the Scottish Government.

Local businesses involved in the project were Argos Bakery, Stromness Hotel and the Orkney Fisherman’s Society and it is hoped that we can continue strengthening our association with these organisations.



Project Outcomes, including number of learners, their learning outcomes and any other impacts on the learners, their families and the organisation: 
	The project started with four students; this number rose to seven as a result of word of mouth and local advertising. Students were from Eastern Europe (Poland and Slovakia), France and Japan. ESOL standard was Intermediate to Advanced. Appropriate teaching materials were purchased, with each student provided with their own workbook.
Classes were free and taught by a qualified ESOL tutor.

During the life of the project, all students improved in both written and oral communication skills; additionally, students enjoyed the social interaction, which had a positive impact on their integration into the local community.
A cross cultural social event was organised as part of this project with students from four countries sharing their traditional dishes.

A positive impact for The Learning Link has been to establish provision in Stromness in addition to classes already being run in the main town of Kirkwall.

After the funded project period ends, we hope to continue the classes and possibly expand to include a class at a more elementary level.




Contact details 

	Pattie Hartley, Co-ordinator The Learning Link, 1 St Rognvald Street, Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1PR
Telephone: 01856 879200

Email: patricia.hartley@thelearninglink.org.uk 





