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National conference 2009
The first Scottish ESOL conference was held in November at Stirling Management Centre.  The 150+ delegates who attended the event heard speeches from Keith Brown, Minister for Schools and Skills, Euan Reid, Chair of the National ESOL Panel and Professor Joe Lo Bianco, an international language expert from Australia. The delegates also had the opportunity to attend a variety of workshops relating to ESOL. Feedback from the event was very positive, with those who attended saying that it was a useful networking opportunity and allowed them to see ESOL provision from a national perspective. Documents and presentations from the conference are available to download from www.esolscotland.com.
Case studies of effective practice 

The eighteen case studies of effective practice in workplace ESOL, family ESOL and working with settled ethnic minorities are nearing completion. Six of the case studies will be accompanied by video footage. All eighteen will be launched in April/May.

Assessment tool

Scottish Government has appointed Stevenson College to develop an ESOL initial assessment tool that can be used by practitioners in colleges, community learning, voluntary organisations and workplace settings. The tool will help practitioners identify learners’ levels of English language skills which, in turn, will help them match learners to appropriate ESOL provision. The tool will be available to download from www.esolscotland.com in August 2010.
ESOL curriculum framework
Learning Connections and Scotland's Colleges are working  together to further develop the Curriculum Framework for ESOL. They are using the recommendations from the ESOL Curriculum Working Party to plot out the content of the framework which will be available online later in the year. 
Evaluation guide

The Adult ESOL Strategy for Scotland recommended the development of an ESOL framework or guide to provide a platform for disseminating existing good practice to all ESOL providers and that guide is now available to download from www.esolscotland.com. The guide does not seek to replace existing evaluation frameworks and is not intended to be a comprehensive manual of ESOL methodology. It is a tool that can be used by tutors, organisers, managers and partners and is not a prescriptive document.

Professional Development Award: Introduction to tutoring ESOL (PDA: ITESOL)
Scottish Government awarded a grant to SQA to develop a pack of training materials to support delivery of the PDA: ITESOL. SQA worked with community learning, college and voluntary sectors to develop the materials which will be launched at events in March 2010 in Edinburgh, Glasgow and Inverness. Further information is available from Jennifer.MacDougall@sqa.org.uk or 0845 213 5596.
Professional Development Award in Teaching ESOL at Level 9
Scottish Government has awarded a grant to SQA to develop this qualification. Further information will be posted as the development progresses. Prospective centres or candidates who would like further information should contact Jennifer.MacDougall@sqa.org.uk or 0845 213 5596.
Enewsletter 

If you would like to submit a contribution to the newsletter, or register to receive your own copy, please email Jackie.Borge@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
Website 
We continue to update the website with news, information and contributions from users. Your feedback is always welcome. Please email Isabel.Russell@scotland.gsi.gov.uk with any comments or suggestions.
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